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Knowledge Transfer in the Internationalisation of Professional Team Sports Leagues

Abstract

The internationalisation of sports leagues recently has become another tangible outcome of globalisation factors, and has rapidly advanced to be a significant contributor to economic activity across national borders.  Sports have become commodified and delocalised.  Our understanding of this phenomenon is embryonic and demands closer investigation.  In framing this understanding, it is evident that patterns of network extension enriched by sports outcome uncertainty and knowledge articulation could present a robust approach to explain the internationalisation of professional team sports leagues.  This paper introduces the topic and offers argument for a conceptualisation of this internationalisation.  This framing is grounded at three levels of aggregation: the player, team and league governing body. 
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